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TRIBUTE TO C. MICHAEL BRIGHT, 
GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2007 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Madam 
Speaker, as chairman of the Committee on 
House Administration and of the Joint Com-
mittee on Printing, I want my colleagues to 
note that June 1, 2007, will mark the retire-
ment of C. Michael Bright from Federal service 
following a dedicated career of 33 years at the 
Government Printing Office. Mike, as he is 
known, compiled an exemplary record of serv-
ice at the GPO that benefited not only GPO’s 
Federal-agency customers, the public seeking 
access to Government information, but Mem-
bers and staff of the Congress as well. 

Mike served most of his career in the GPO’s 
Superintendent of Documents operation, which 
makes published Federal documents available 
to the public via sales and through Federal de-
pository libraries nationwide. Beginning as an 
editor of GPO’s sales catalog, he later worked 
as a marketing specialist for Government doc-
uments and then was the principal assistant to 
the Superintendent of Documents. Among the 
duties Mike performed from that post during 
the 1980’s was service as GPO liaison to the 
Books Abroad program, a U.S. Information 
Agency initiative to expand distribution of Fed-
eral Government publications overseas to 
counter the Soviet Union’s distribution of its 
publications. 

Mike was a principal in helping to shape 
GPO’s support for electronic information dis-
semination, later assisting Federal agencies in 
creating their own electronic information prod-
ucts through GPO, and for a time he served 
as an assistant to GPO’s chief of staff. Most 
recently, as a congressional relations officer 
he was trusted by the staffs of the Joint Com-
mittee on Printing as well as other Member 
and committee offices to provide expert advice 
and assistance on GPO-related matters. In 
recognition of his accomplishments, over the 
years Mike earned both the Public Printer’s 
distinguished service and meritorious service 
awards as well as the thanks of the congres-
sional and agency staffs who worked with him. 

Madam Speaker, please join the Members 
of the House Administration Committee and 
the Joint Committee on Printing in expressing 
their heartfelt thanks for Mike Bright’s career 
of outstanding service to the Government 
Printing Office, and in extending their best 
wishes to Mike and his family—wife Susan 
and son Andrew—as Mike embarks on the 
next stage of his life. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LORETTA SANCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2007 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California. 
Madam Speaker, on Monday, May 21, 2007, 
I was unavoidably detained during official trav-
el. Had I been present and voting, I would 
have voted as follows: 

Rollcall No. 384: ‘‘yes.’’ On Motion to Sus-
pend the Rules and Pass H.R. 698. 

Rollcall No. 385: ‘‘yes.’’ On Motion to Sus-
pend the Rules and Pass H.R. 1425. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DR. DAVID LONG, 
RIVERSIDE COUNTY SUPER-
INTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2007 

Mr. CALVERT. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor and pay tribute to an individual 
whose dedication and contributions to the 
community of Riverside, California are excep-
tional. Riverside County has been fortunate to 
have dynamic and dedicated community lead-
ers who willingly and unselfishly give their time 
and talent and make their communities a bet-
ter place to live and work. Dr. David Long is 
one of these individuals. On Thursday, May 
24, 2007, Dr. Long will be honored at a fare-
well dinner at the Riverside Convention Cen-
ter. 

Dr. Long is originally from Mason City, Iowa, 
and obtained is Ph.D. from Iowa State Univer-
sity. Over the years, Dr. Long has served as 
a classroom teacher, coach, principal, and dis-
trict superintendent. He was elected Riverside 
County Superintendent of Schools in 1998. 
The Riverside County Office of Education 
(RCOE) has 2,000 employees and a budget 
totaling more than $260 million. RCOE is a 
service agency supporting the county’s 23 
local districts with training, fiscal support, and 
certain state mandated educational programs. 

The Riverside County Office of Education 
has been dramatically improved by Dr. Long’s 
innovation and dedication to excellence. Under 
his leadership, RCOE created the nationally 
recognized Riverside County Achievement 
Teams (RCAT), which have helped Riverside 
County outpace the state in improving test 
scores, and focused attention on specific 
issues that create problems for students. 

Dr. Long has been active in both state and 
national arenas, serving as the President of 
the California County Superintendents Edu-
cational Services Association (CCSESA), and 
chairing the national Safe and Drug Free 
Schools and Community Advisory Committee 
for the U.S. Department of Education. 

Dr. Long has been honored as California 
Administrator of the Year by the National Or-

ganization of Partners in Education, Super-
intendent of the Year, and received the Gov-
ernor’s Award for school leadership. Dr. Long 
received the Inland Empire 2003 Entrepreneur 
of the Year award for his innovative approach 
to raising student achievement through the 
Riverside County Achievement Teams. Dr. 
Long is also the recipient of the prestigious 
Marcus Foster Memorial Award from the Asso-
ciation of California School Administrators for 
outstanding leadership and significant con-
tributions to public education by a school ad-
ministrator. 

Dr. Long was recently selected by Gov. 
Schwarzenegger to serve as California’s Sec-
retary of Education and the Governor could 
not have picked a more qualified individual. 
Dr. Long’s tireless passion for community 
service has contributed immensely to the bet-
terment of the community of Riverside and the 
entire State of California. Dr. Long has been 
the heart and soul of Riverside County edu-
cation and he will be sorely missed. I know 
that so many community members and lead-
ers are grateful for his service and salute him 
as he moves on to the next stage of his ca-
reer On behalf of Representatives Lewis, 
Bono and Issa, I also add my expression of 
admiration and appreciation to Dr. Long for his 
outstanding service to our children and our 
community. We wish him the best of luck and 
all blessings in his new position. 

f 

HONORING HURRICANE, WV 
MAYOR F. RAYMOND PEAK 

HON. SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 22, 2007 

Mrs. CAPITO. Madam Speaker, today, I 
have the distinct privilege to recognize a man 
of remarkable vision and unyielding commit-
ment to the community of Hurricane, WV. 

Mr. Peak is a native of Dakota, WV, where 
he began his career of public service in the 
school patrol. His family relocated to Putnam 
County in 1948. 

In 1951, Mr. Peak was elected to his first 
public position in Hurricane as city recorder, 
which he held for 4 years. The job carne right 
after graduation from Morris Harvey College, 
now the University of Charleston. 

In 1957, Mr. Peak ran for the office of 
mayor pledging to build a city Hall. He accom-
plished that promise in two construction 
phases with no long-term indebtedness to the 
citizens. 

Mr. Peak served in the West Virginia House 
of Delegates from 1973 to 1977. In his desire 
to see small towns and cities grow, he was in-
strumental in the organization of the West Vir-
ginia Municipal League and served as presi-
dent and he was a charter board member of 
the Regional Intergovernmental Council, serv-
ing twice as Chairman. 

Peak has been a mentor to young people in 
the Hurricane community for several genera-
tions, as a math and business teacher, band 
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instructor and girl’s basketball coach at Hurri-
cane High School. He was always available to 
read aloud in the elementary schools and to 
attend extracurricular events to recognize stu-
dents. 

Serving the community as mayor of Hurri-
cane for 40 years, recently Mr. Peak has 
brought about a new $1.8 million municipal 
complex, a $10.6 million upgrade to the re-
gional wastewater treatment facility, and water 
improvements to a system that has received 
the 2006 Drinking Silver Award. 

Perhaps Mr. Peak’s greatest accomplish-
ment is his bond he unwaveringly nourishes 
with his family. Mayor Peak and his wife, Glo-
ria, are enjoying a marriage of 52 years. They 
are blessed with three children, five grand-
children, and two great grandchildren. 

Through the leadership of Mayor F. Ray-
mond Peak, the city of Hurricane has experi-
enced growth and prosperity. His good works 
have been enjoyed by generations past and 
will continue to benefit generations to corne. 

Madam Speaker, I ask you to join me and 
the community in expressing our thanks and 
to honor Mr. Peak’s accomplishments and 
commitment to public service. His commend-
able service serves as an attribute which we 
should all strive to emulate as we attempt to 
make the world a better place. As he leaves 
the mayor’s office, we extend our best wishes 
for joy and happiness in the months and years 
ahead. 

f 

HONORING REVEREND FREDERICK 
‘‘JERRY’’ STREETS 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2007 

Ms. DELAURO. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that I rise today to join the 
many family, friends, and community leaders 
who have gathered to pay tribute to one of 
New Haven’s most outstanding religious lead-
ers and one of my friends, Reverend Frederick 
‘‘Jerry’’ Streets. There is no doubt that Rev-
erend Streets has touched the lives of many 
in the Yale community and beyond. Though 
he will be missed, the legacy he leaves will 
continue to inspire others for years to come. 

Today marks the end of an era as we bid 
farewell to a real community treasure. Rev-
erend Streets, the first African-American and 
Baptist to hold the position of University chap-
lain, will conclude 15 years of service to Yale 
since being appointed to this position in 1992. 
Under the University’s term limit rules for 
chaplaincy, he must now pass on his legacy to 
a newly appointed chaplain. Reverend Streets’ 
commitment to service through religious lead-
ership has been unwavering and his involve-
ment, not only with his chaplaincy and pas-
toral duties at Yale, but with his congregation 
at University Church, has been essential to its 
spiritual growth and prosperity. He expanded 
the multi-faith dialogue at Yale and had a 
deep sense of his social responsibility to the 
surrounding residents of the New Haven com-
munity. 

During his tenure, Reverend Streets did 
spear-head a rapid growth of religious diver-
sity within the student population. His natural 
gravitation toward tolerance for all ethnicities 
and religious freedoms began as a boy grow-

ing up on the South Side of Chicago. Here, 
amid much diversity, he learned the need for 
acceptance of others which shaped his char-
acter and influenced his professional life. Per-
haps best known for his development of Yale’s 
undergraduate multi-faith council—a group 
with faiths ranging from Protestant to Baha’i— 
he promoted discussions between students of 
different faiths and helped other chaplains to 
grasp an understanding of a diverse student 
population. 

In addition to his work in our community, 
Reverend Streets has represented Yale 
across the globe by lecturing or presenting 
workshops on issues of global justice and 
mental health. He has traveled worldwide to 
places such as Bosnia, Cuba, and West Afri-
ca, and served as a delegate to the first global 
conference of religious leaders to convene at 
the United Nations. 

As a spiritual guide, he has nourished the 
souls of many—often providing much needed 
comfort in the hardest of personal trials. It was 
evident through his work that he had a strong 
devotion and compassion to helping many 
Yale students restore their faith and bring a 
sense of balance back to their lives. There is 
no better example of living faith with commit-
ment and dignity. He will be sorely missed and 
we cannot thank him enough. 

It is with great pride that I stand today to 
join his wife Annette, his children, family, 
friends, and the Yale community to extend my 
deepest thanks and appreciation to Reverend 
Jerry Streets for all of the good work he has 
done. May God bless him and keep him well 
as he continues in his mission of peace, com-
passion, hope and tolerance. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF VAL McCOMBIE, FORMER AM-
BASSADOR OF BARBADOS AND 
FORMER ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
GENERAL OF THE ORGANISA-
TION OF AMERICAN STATES 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2007 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay honor to a great man, Ambassador Val 
McCombie, of Barbados and to enter into the 
record an article from Carib News by Tony 
Best titled, Diplomat Who Paved The Way For 
Others. He passed away after a lengthy illness 
and was funeralized on May 9, 2007. 

Val McCombie inspired me in so many 
ways. He was a man who had a commanding 
presence, but was not commanding at all. He 
was powerful, but gentle. Further, he was well 
respected, articulate, and giving. 

Serving as a public servant was the calling 
on his life. Early in his career, he spent a 
great deal of his time teaching French and 
Spanish to young people. Pursuing the desire 
to represent the people of Barbados, he be-
came the Ambassador to the United States. 
Serving as an ambassador provided him an 
awesome opportunity to bridge a gap between 
Caribbean nations and Latin American na-
tions. His great ability to lead and serve paved 
the way for other public servants, some of 
which he mentored. 

I’m honored to have known him and feel 
blessed to have had the opportunity to learn 

from such a dignified man. I urge young peo-
ple and my colleagues to learn more about his 
life and contribution to Barbados. 
DIPLOMAT WHO PAVED THE WAY FOR OTHERS 

(By Tony Best) 
Two diplomats who took turns occupying 

the same Ambassadorial office offered dif-
ferent assessments of the man who had set 
the standard they later followed. ‘‘He built a 
career strengthening relationships’’ between 
CARICOM and ‘‘the rest of Latin America,’’ 
said Michael King, Barbados’ current top 
diplomat to the U.S. and the Organization of 
American States. 

Sir Courtney Blackman, King’s immediate 
predecessor, succinctly summed up the dip-
lomat’s career in a different way. ‘‘He was an 
Ambassador’s Ambassador,’’ said Sir 
Courtney. Both men were reflecting on the 
life and career of Valerie Theodore McComie, 
Barbados’ first resident Ambassador in 
Washington, who later became the first per-
son from the English-speaking Caribbean to 
be elected Assistant Secretary-General of 
the OAS, a position he held from 1980–1990. 
McComie died in Washington on Friday after 
a lengthy illness. 

Called ‘‘Val’’ by his friends and colleagues, 
the linguist and educator who once taught 
French and Spanish to students in Barbados 
and St. Kitts-Nevis, English to Venezuelans 
and French-speaking students in Martinique 
and France and both languages to Americans 
and Ghanaians in high schools in the U.S. 
and Africa used his facility with language to 
advance the Caribbean’s cause on the inter-
national stage. He did that during a diplo-
matic career that began in 1967 and ended in 
the early 1990s. 

Along the way, he served as Barbados’ Am-
bassador in Caracas, the first diplomat from 
the country to do so; its non-resident envoy 
to Brazil; and Alternate-Governor to the 
Inter-American Development Bank. 

Born in Trinidad and Tobago on April 1, 
1920, McComie received his early education 
in his birthplace and Barbados, before he 
went on to London University in England 
which awarded him a Bachelor’s degree in 
mediaeval and modern languages; and later 
the University of Bordeaux in France and 
the University of California at Los Angeles. 
As Barbados’ first resident Ambassador in 
Washington McComie was his country’s eyes 
and ears in the U.S. capital and in Latin 
America at a time when Caribbean nations 
were just beginning to extend their diplo-
matic links to Latin America. 

Whether it was at the OAS headquarters or 
along ambassador’s row, McComie was at 
home, so to speak. ‘‘He had a tremendous 
presence and in any room he stood out, tall, 
handsome and very comfortable with strang-
ers,’’ Sir Courtney said. But even more than 
that, he earned the respect of the Latins, 
who were skeptical of the interest the small 
English-speaking nations with a British ori-
entation were showing in the OAS, first with 
Trinidad and Tobago’s membership in the 
Western Hemisphere body. Next was Bar-
bados. ‘‘The respect was tremendous and it 
came from all of the ambassadors and their 
governments,’’ added Sir Courtney who 
served in Washington in the 1990s. ‘‘It was 
that respect that enabled him to become the 
Assistant Secretary-General of the OAS.’’ 

By any objective assessment, McComie 
performed his OAS duties with aplomb, ever 
mindful though of the gap in influence be-
tween the Secretary-General and the Assist-
ant. Still, he paved the way for Chris Thom-
as, the Trinidad and Tobago diplomat, who 
succeeded him. His ability to play the diplo-
matic game with ease and his record of get-
ting results allowed him to serve as a role 
model for many of the young people in the 
Caribbean who aspired to diplomatic careers. 
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